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Pierce County Chapter

Back Country Horsemen of Washington
Introduction to the Pierce County Chapter 
of the 
Back Country Horsemen
Thank you to all the members who contributed to the publishing of the enclosed information.  Your sharing of knowledge and experiences on the trails, and your dedication to advocating for the rights of all users to retain access to the trails, 
is greatly appreciated. 

The members of the Pierce County Chapter represent the true meaning and purpose of BCHW and truly exemplifies the bonds of friendships established and 
sustained over the years.
Happy Trails!

2021 Publication

Letter from The PCCBCH President


Pierce County Chapter
Back Country Horsemen of Washington
21804 Mtn Hwy  #52
Spanaway, WA   98387





Hello,

We are glad you have joined us at the Pierce County Chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of Washington! 

The goal of the Back Country Horsemen is to protect the right to use recreational stock on public lands. We do this by educating horsemen on low impact use and working with public land agencies to create, improve and maintain trails, trailheads and other facilities for horsemen. Washington is one of the 31 states that make up Back Country Horsemen of America (BCHA). BCHW currently has 31+ chapters and over 3,000 members. The Pierce County Chapter has 100+ members. Once your membership has been processed, you will begin receiving the printed BCHA Newsletter quarterly, the printed Trailhead News from BCHW and the PCC Newsletter from Pierce County Chapter monthly.

Our meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of each month at Elk Plain Grange on Mountain Highway. We have social time at 6:30 and begin the meeting at 7:00 p.m. We have door prizes, educational and training programs at each meeting. You do not want to miss our quarterly potlucks which start at 6:30 pm. We always have more food than we can eat. Your PCC Chapter Newsletter will give you more details on all these activities.

A great way to get to know fellow members is by volunteering to help in some of the many projects we do. By attending meetings and reading your Chapter newsletter, you will be kept informed of all the activities. Helping and participating in these functions will give you a chance to work closely with others who have the same interests. Each year we have fund-raising activities like the Prize Ride which is held in Elbe at the Sahara Creek Horse Camp. We also have Chapter work parties, rides, multi-day horse camping, packing clinics, first aid clinics and other fun events. There is always lots of great food and comradery!

The Pierce County Chapter, along with the Western Washington Long Ears Association and other horse groups, have worked with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to establish the Nicholson Horse Trail System (60 plus miles) at Elbe Hills (Sahara Creek Campground). This project was started in 1991 and the Completion Celebration was held May 1, 1993. We still work to maintain those trails. It was a long and ambitious project, but one which the Chapter is proud to have been a part of.

Your input to the Chapter is very important to us. We welcome your feedback and encourage you to take pictures and write articles about your adventures within the Chapter and submit them to the PCC Newsletter. The PCC News, published monthly, is sent out to all members, other chapters, government agencies and other interested parties. Upcoming meetings and activities can all be found in your Chapter Newsletter.

This is truly an awesome group of people doing wonderful things to keep our back country open for the sport we have chosen!!!
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Welcome to Back Country Horsemen of Washington!

Sincerely yours,
Bob Etteldorf, President 
2021 PCCBCHW
We’ll see you at our next meeting!
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Current Officers/Committees for the 2019-2021 term of office
	[bookmark: _Hlk63865196]Office
	Name
	Phone

	President
	Bob Etteldorf
	253-509-3656

	Vice President
	Cathy Dye
	253-606-1272

	Secretary
	Donna Mackinnon
	253-686-3522

	Treasurer
	Tanara Reynolds
	253-221-0179

	[bookmark: _Hlk63865751]Director
	Louise Caywood
	253-732-8105

	Alternate Director
	Jack Gillette
	253-847-1626

	Trail Scout
	Sam Nohra
	253-691-8185

	Trail Maintenance Coordinator
	Rob Humes
	253-320-0510

	
	
	

	Committee Chair
	Name
	Phone

	Membership Chair
	Barb Downing
	253-312-4678

	Volunteer Hours
	Bob Etteldorf
	253-509-3656

	Chapter Newsletter
	Nancy Weist
	253-948-2528

	Hoof Prints
	Bob Etteldorf
	253-509-3656

	Facebook
	Louise Caywood
	253-732-8105


Resources
	pccbchwa.com
	Chapter Website

	facebook.com./groups/485780008100384
	Chapter Facebook

	bchw.org
	BCHW Website

	Lnt.org
	Leave No Trace Website
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[image: ]Good friendship, Good information, Volunteer opportunities, and the Chance to 
Make a Difference!
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Mission Statement
BCHW is affiliated with the Back Country Horsemen of America and therefore adopts the BCHA mission statement as follows:
THE MISSION OF THIS ORGANIZATION SHALL BE:
1. To perpetuate the common-sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back country and wilderness.
2. To work to ensure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
3. To assist the various government and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource.
4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen and the general public commensurate with our heritage.
5. To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in the state organization.

Pierce County Chapter
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[image: ]Back Country Horsemen of Washington (BCHW), is a 501 (c)(3) organization with 35 chapters across the state dedicated to:
Keeping trails open for all users; educating horse users in Leave-No-Trace practices; and providing volunteer service to resource agencies.
Trail preservation is important if we want to continue to ride recreationally. 
Please help us preserve our trails and our right to ride on public trails.
Preserving and maintaining existing trails – keep advocating for the rights to ride there.
Act responsibly when riding on public trails – be considerate and mindful of hikers and bikers. Follow trail riding etiquette.
Keep it clean – ensures the natural beauty of our land remains.


Trail Preservation
Grab Your Tails!
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Experience the beauty of the Washington Backcountry
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Ride the Trails!
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	Happy Trails!
Back Country Horsemen of Washington
“Keeping Trails Open for the Future”
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What is Back Country Horsemen?

Back Country Horsemen of America (BCHA) is a national non-profit organization. It is made up of state organizations; ours is Back Country Horsemen of Washington. State organizations are composed of chapters which are individually funded and operated.  Washington State has 31 Chapters, ours being Pierce County Chapter.  
Websites and Facebook



	
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT THESE WEBSITES:

	Back Country Horsemen of America:  bcha.org
Back Country Horsemen of Washington:  bchw.org
Pierce County Chapter:  pccbchwa.com


Pierce County Chapter


As of this printing, the Chapter maintains a public website. It includes our bylaws, event schedules, and newsletters, plus other information.  The Chapter also maintains a Facebook group where Chapter information is posted.  Members gain access to the Facebook group by submitting a request to the Facebook Administrator. Currently Louise Caywood is the Facebook Administrator.
 Business Meetings


Business meetings are held monthly, on the fourth Wednesday of the month, starting at 7pm at the Elk Plain Grange in Spanaway.  People like to come early to talk and eat the snacks brought by volunteers.  The President conducts the meetings and follows Roberts Rules of Order.  Sometimes the meetings include a speaker, a potluck or a sale and if they do, the meeting may start earlier.  Check your newsletter.  If you want to speak at a business meeting, it would be helpful to let the President or Secretary know 24-72 hours before the meeting starts.
Board Meetings



The Officers make up the “Board” and the Board meets on the third Tuesday of the month. The Board discusses topics like proposed projects, changes, budgets, work party options and addresses any issues that come up.  If you have an idea or a concern, you can bring it to any Board Member. It’s easier to work things out in a smaller group. There are usually about 15 people at a Board Meeting.  All members may attend the Board Meetings, but only Board members can vote. 



Funding




Members pay dues, but most of the money goes to the State organization, and the State (BCHW)sends part of the money to the National Organization (BCHA).  The main source of funding for our Chapter is a Prize Ride that we conduct in July.  The Chapter develops a budget early in the year for members to discuss and approve.  The major expense for the Chapter is rent for the Grange meetings, website maintenance, and tool acquisition and maintenance.
Potlucks


Potlucks are held at business meetings (March, June, September) and on most overnight rides.  Bring a dish to share and your own plates, cutlery and beverage.  If you can’t eat shared food, bring your own and eat with us anyway.  Dutch Oven cooking is popular and many cook with Dutch Ovens on overnight campouts. 
Terms, Names and Acronyms


[image: ]You will hear a lot of terms and names during the business meeting and in conversations with members. Following, on the next pages, is a list of some Horse Camps, Trail Systems, and acronyms for State Agencies you may hear discussed.
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[image: ]Department of Natural Resources (DNR) – Discover Pass
Washington State Department of Natural Resources administers state land that provides income to the state, like timberland.  They also administer other lands through agreements with other agencies, like Parks.  Many popular riding areas are located on land managed by DNR.  Discover Pass required.  Elbe Hills, Capitol Forest.     DNR main contact is 360-902-1000.
[image: ]
The Discover Pass allows you to enjoy millions of acres of Washington state-managed recreation lands – including state parks, water-access points, heritage sites, wildlife and natural areas, trails and trailheads.
Annual Discover Pass
· $35 from the WILD system (at a license dealer, on the internet or by 
phone 1-866-320-9933)
Discover One-day Pass
· $11.50 from the WILD system (at a license dealer, on the internet or by 
phone 1-866-320-9933)
· Passes are also available for purchase at State Parks headquarters and region offices, and at state parks when staff is available.

	WDFW – Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife Pass

Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife is another state agency that administers lands with popular trail systems. WDFW main contact is 360-902-2200.

The Discover Pass is required on state recreation lands and water-access sites managed by Washington State Parks (State Parks), Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR). These lands include state parks, water-access points, heritage sites, wildlife and natural areas, DNR and WDFW campgrounds, trails and trailheads and all DNR managed uplands (natural areas and trustlands, but not aquatic lands.


	[image: ]USFS – US Forest Service Pass
United States Forest Service manages federal forests and lands.  Requires Northwest Forest Service Pass. USFS main PNW Region 6 contact is 503-808-2468.

[image: ]The Annual Northwest Forest Pass is honored at all Forest Service day-use sites in Washington and Oregon where "Recreation Pass required" signs are posted.
· Honored at all Forest Service operated recreation sites in Washington and Oregon where a day use fee is required.
· Allows the pass holder and any accompanying passengers in a private vehicle use of the recreation facilities.
· Allows the pass holder use of recreation facilities at per-person sites. Other members in the party must pay the per-person fee.
· Interchangeable between vehicles in the same household.
· Reduces Forest Service administrative costs therefore allowing more dollars to go toward improvements at recreation sites. Available at Forest Service offices.
*Permitted activities and opportunities may vary by Forest, contact a Forest Service Office for details.
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	Washington State Horse Camps and Trail Systems
A guide to horse riding trails and camps in Washington State can be found at https://www.trailmeister.com/,
 including photos, reviews, trail maps, driving directions and more.


	Andrews Creek, Pasayten Wilderness
	Leads to Spanish camp and very popular camping areas. Trails in are maintained, primitive camping.

	Billy Goat Switch, Pasayten Wilderness
	27 miles to the Canadian Border without mountain passes. Not a good day ride area. Main trails are maintained and generally safe. Very scenic with various trail connections that may not be maintained; primitive camping area.

	Buck Creek

	Camp site off Hwy 410 near Crystal Mountain. Campground adjacent to Evergreen Air Field. A trail to the west is a perimeter trail, mostly on the flat. The main trail to the west is commonly called Sun Top. On the trail route is a walk trail to the falls. This trail is an access to Ranger Creek Trail, White River Trail, and leads to Deep Creek Trail with access on these eastern trails to Corral Pass. Meridian Riding Club does a ride there annually.    (USFS)

	Buck Meadows

	Riders camp (horses and cycles) about 15 miles out of Thorp. (USFS)

	Burke Lake

	Burke Lake is one of the lakes that make up the Quincy Wildlife Recreational Area. It offers camping and access to the Columbia River and amazing geographical formations. Popular destination in April before the snakes appear. Horse camps are restricted to designated areas. The trails are very rocky and requires shoeing. These trails access the Ancient Lakes Basin, the Columbia River and interior trails with views. Fishing is good in most lakes.  Discover Pass is required.   (WDFW)

	Capitol Forest
	South side of this area is for walkers and equine. The north side is for mechanized and motorized. There are some multiple use trails. Good camping.  
Discover Pass required.   DNR

	Cody


	Horse Camp in the Mt. Adams area. Popular in late July and August after the snow recedes.

	Conrad Meadows
	Off Highway 12, 14 miles south of Rim Rock Lake. The area is alternately in private ownership, USFS ownership, and wilderness designation. Excellent camping, vault toilet, stock water, no potable water. Excellent meadows and trails. More demanding trails are available. Excellent fishing in high mountain lakes.
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	Washington State Horse Camps and Trail Systems


	Cougar Mountain
	One of the “Issaquah Alps” located near Issaquah.  Excellent well-drained trail system.   (King County Park)

	Crystal Mountain
	Camping at Sand Flats, Half camp, or lower parking lot available. Stock water available, no potable water. Vault toilets at Sand Flats and Half Camp. Advanced riding except for Bullion Basin, which is basic skill level.

	Danville – Georgetown
	Trail system in Covington maintained by Tahoma Chapter BCHW members. (in King County) 70 miles of trails – Highlines available, stock water and potable water, camping.   Discover Pass required

	De Roux

	Horse Camp in the CleElum/Teanaway area. Limited number of camping spaces. Union Creek Trail is dangerous and not recommended. Other trails in this trail system are good and connected to other destinations.  (USFS)

	Elbe Hills/Sahara Camp/ 
       Nicholson Trail System

	Trail system is located east of Elbe, before access to Mt. Rainier. Bridges and small water fords in many trails. Good training area for stock & riders. Many well identified trail choices and length of distance. Good horse camp. Riding is in foothills.  ADA trails, mounting ramp, and toilet
facility. This system was a primary development of the Pierce County Chapter, BCHW.    (DNR)

	Fall City/Tokul Trails


	Near Fall City adjacent to the Snoqualmie Trail (King County), which is a converted railroad grade.  Popular riding area until 2012 when Hancock Timber started charging for access.        (Tokul is private timber land)

	Joint Base Lewis McChord
Must call Range Control
253-967-6371
	Requires a pass issued by Range Central, free of charge. Day riding only. Requires a call in to Range Control for areas open to ride, before accessing those areas. Very basic riding areas.

	Government Meadows
	Entrance to the PCT. Road access on 70 road off Highway 410. US Forest Service Pass required. North Bound and is not wilderness in large part. South Bound is wilderness area requiring Weed Seed Free Feed or native grazing. The camp has highlines and a vault toilet. The camp has no stock or potable water. Stock water is available at the Government Meadows Cabin (3/4 mile away) or back down the access road (1/2 mile). The trails are suited for most stock and riders.

	Green Mountain
	Discover Pass required.   DNR   This area is a multi-use area and has a good horse camp available by appointment.
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Washington State Horse Camps and Trail Systems


	Haney Meadows

	USFS Pass required. This system was one of the first areas developed by BCHW and historically has had annual statewide work parties. This area is accessed by a steep grade road. Horse Camp and trail system off Blewett Pass; dramatic ponderosa pines and tranquil meadows.  (USFS)

	Horseshoe Lake
	Eastern access to this area with similar characteristics to other access points. Primitive camping.

	Joe Watt Canyon
(LT Murray, Co- Owner )
	Camp site and trail system near Thorp with good early season riding.  (WDFW)   Stock water on site.

	Indian Camp

	Camp site near CleElum on the Teanaway River.  Riding is mostly on old logging roads and trail.  Popular because it is close.  Beautiful fall riding when the leaves turn.  (DNR)

	Kalama Horse Camp
	
	Horse camp located in the south Mt. St Helens area.  Provides access to the lava flows and is a first-class horse camp that is accessed by paved road.   (Free camp)

	Keenes Horse Camp

	Horse camp located on the western flanks of Mt. Adams.  Very popular August destination.    (USFS fee camp)

	Middle Fork  - Snoqualmie

	Road and trail on the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie River outside of North Bend. Overnight camping, swing bridges at the start of the trail. (USFS)

	Mill Pond
	Area located just east of Enumclaw on Hwy 410. Popular riding area until 2012 when Hancock Timber started charging for access. Excellent area to train young or inexperienced stock.  (Private timber land)

	Mt. Adams

	Usually references the Keenes Horse Camp.  There is also a Mt. Adams Horse Camp.    (USFS)

	Mud Mt. Dam

	Trails located east of Enumclaw on Hwy 410.  Pass required.  Check if it is open.
(Corps of Engineers)

	Nile/Sawmill Flats


	Named after the Nile Road, off Hwy 410. East of the pass, west of Hwy 12 junction. Primitive horse camping with lots of logging roads and trails. Ability ranges from novice to advanced riding. Popular area for endurance riders and prize rides.   (USFS)

	
Nisqually/Mashel Washington State Park
	Park off Highway 7 at Eatonville Cutoff. Good experiential trail for year-round riding.

	Pack Forest
	University of Washington owned.  BCH PCC developed and maintained. Most of the trails are off Highway 7, just out of Eatonville.

	Pasayten Wilderness

	Major trail system, wilderness area in the North Cascades.  Popular place to pack in.  No Day Ride areas.  (USFS)
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	Washington State Horse Camps and Trail Systems


	Robinson Canyon  
(LT Murray)
	Camp site and trail system near Thorp.  Good early season riding.  (WDFW/DNR)

	Sand Flats

	Horse camp at Crystal Mountain. Access to great high mountain riding, pretty close to home. Stock water, vault toilet, no potable water. Limited number of camping spaces. Weed Seed Free feed required, as well as NW Forest Pass. High percentage of experienced and advanced riding.   (USFS)

	Squak Mountain

	One of the “Issaquah Alps” located near Issaquah.  State Park with a short, steep horse trail.  (DNR) 

	Tahuya River Horse Camp
	DNR multi-user area. Easy riding with access to lake swimming. Day riding or overnight camping by reservation. Access through Belfair on the peninsula. Discover pass required.

	Taylor Mountain

	One of the “Issaquah Alps” located near Issaquah.  Discover Pass required.  The south mountain range adjacent to Taylor Mtn is the Seattle watershed and closed to stock. Taylor Mountain is a good training area for stock and rider and is going to be connected to North Bend and Danville Georgetown, eventually.

	Tiger Mountain

	One of the “Issaquah Alps” located near Issaquah.  Managed as a State Forest.  Discover Pass required. Only 1 trail for stock.   (DNR)

	Wenas / Barbeque Flats/Cascade
Horse Camp on Audubon Rd.

	Area northwest of Naches. The area ranges up to the top of the Clemmons mountains and further west, as well as areas north. Many types of wildlife can be seen, including elk herds and deer. Early access could find sheds and winter kill elk Ivory. Great camping and cross-country riding. No fires after April 15th, without a permit. Stock water available in early season. No potable water. Vault toilet available. Discover Pass required.   (DNR)

	
	

	[image: ]For additional information on these trails and more, contact:
Ron Downing, Pierce County Chapter of BCHW
253-312-1072
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Forest Service Passes and Discover Passes are available at the sporting goods stores listed below.
For Green Trails Maps, contact a local sporting goods store or resource websites listed below:
Sportsman’s Warehouse – 253-864-0800 
REI – 253-671-1938
Cabelas/Bass Pro Shops – 360-252-3500 or 253-303-6856
Sunbird (Chehalis) – 360-748-3337
Websites:	discovernw.org
mountaineers.org

For other map resources:
Trailmeister.com
WaCMO.org
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[image: ]Elbe HIlls State Forest-Nicholson Horse Trail System (WEST End)-Elbe, Washington
Washington Department of Natural Resources “Discover Pass” required.
User assumes all risk associated with this map. As with all maps and related data, inaccuracies may exist and conditions may and do change. Map Created By: D. Amos, Revised 03/2017
Driving Directions to Sahara Creek DNR Horse Camp: Take State Route 7 to Elbe, follow State Route 706 EAST for 5.3 miles. Watch for mile marker 5 and be prepared to turn LEFT as soon as you see it.  The camp sign is very small and easily missed. 
GPS Coordinates: 46.758258819580N, 122.08489227294W
Driving Directions to Memorial Park Day Use Area:  Take State Route 7 to the WEST edge of Elbe, turn NORTH onto DNR Road 5. Follow Road 5 for 1.5 miles (Steep Grade) then bear LEFT. Trailhead parking is 0.1 miles on the RIGHT.
[image: ]NOTE:  Gate 511 on Road 5 at Hwy. 7 is locked September 1 thru March 15.


Pack Forest, Eatonville WA
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Nisqually State Park, Eatonville WA
Capitol Forest, Littlerock WA
Buck Creek, Greenwater WA
Cody Horse Camp, Randle WA
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[image: ]Green Mountain DNR Horse Camp, Belfair WA
Kalama Horse Camp, Cougar WA
Call Before You Go!
(253) 967-6277
MILITARY TRAINING HAS PRIORITY
Military Training always has priority in all training areas. If you are asked to relocate by a Military Unit, you must immediately comply.

Areas most frequently used for recreational horseback riding
JBLM Area Access
For Recreational Use of JBLM Training Areas
EXIT 120  OFF  INTERSTATE  5 
(I-5) MAIN GATE
EXIT 119 OFF  INTERSTATE  5
(I-5)  DUPONT GATE
GETTING YOUR PERMIT FOR THE FIRST TIME or Updating an existing permit:
TAKE EXIT 120, GO TO THE VISITORS CENTER, GET A DAY PASS TO GET ONTO THE BASE AT THE DUPONT GATE, EXIT 119.

GET BACK ONTO I-5, WITH ALL YOUR DAY PASS, PHOTO ID, PROOF OF VEHICLE INSURANCE AND VEHICLE REGISTRATION. GOING SOUTH, TAKE EXIT 119, GO TO ARMY RANGE SUPPORT OFFICE.
USE MAPS BELOW FOR ASSISTANCE
YOU WILL NEED PROOF OF ID: ENHANCED DRIVER’S LICENSE OR PASSPORT ARE BEST
NO APPOINTMENT IS NECESSARY. QUICK PROCESSING AND PERMITS ARE FREE. HAVE CURRENT PROOF OF INSURANCE FOR YOUR VEHICLE


Please note as of 22-FEB-2021: Your ID, vehicle registration and vehicle insurance papers need to be current, not expired.
Anyone without proper military ID must to go thru the main gate visitor’s center first to get a day pass, then proceed to Exit 119, DuPont Gate, for a new permit or permit update.

How To Use Your Area Access Permit
Permits holders must check in with the Area Access Office, either telephonically (253) 967-6277 or in-person, no earlier than 8am the day prior to the event. Access hours are 30 minutes after daybreak and 30 minutes before dark. When reporting in the permit holder will provide the following information to the Area Access Office:
· Last Name & First Name.
· Permit Number.
· Area to be visited.
· Time in and estimated time out.
· Activity to be performed.
Permit Holders must ensure when parking in the Training Areas a Vehicle Permit, JBLM 652, is displayed on the dashboard of all vehicles.
NOTE: Due to frequent changes in military training schedules, Area Access Personnel can only provide information on Training Area availability 24 hours in advance.

Permit holders must understand that military training has priority and has the responsibility to avoid military training even if a training area may be open for recreational use.
Military Training
Happy Trails!





[image: ]Popular Trailheads & Day Rides
“Which rides and/or trailheads are your favorite?”
JBLM – Areas 10, 11,13 and 23 are popular
Elbe Hills Nicholson Horse Trail Systems
Nisqually Mashel State Park
Taylor Mountain




For JBLM Day Ride information, contact:
Betsy Hargrove	253-320-4043
maryhargrove@gmail.com
Sondra Johnson	253-843-2679
sgjohn1234@aol.com
Carole Kowitt	972-523-9136
nonihorserider@gmail.com
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Safety Committee and Safety Guidelines
for BCHW Pierce County Chapter Sponsored Rides
Trail Scout and Participating Rider Guidelines
The purpose of the Safety Committee is to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all riders participating in BCHW Pierce County chapter rides.
Safety Committee
BCHW Pierce County Chapter Board Directors include the Chapter President, Vice-President, Director, Alternate Director, Secretary, and Treasurer. Trail Scouts, Trail Hosts, and Work Party Coordinators help to organize and setup specific rides. They are also responsible for:
· Overseeing the safety standards of BCHW Pierce County Chapter
· Reviewing any accidents or mishaps that occur on club sponsored rides.
The Safety Committee has the right to restrict any individual or horse from participating in any Pierce County Chapter sponsored events when it has been determined that such individual or horse could compromise the safety of other members, non-members and/or other horses.
Chairperson (appointed by the Board)
· Responsible for the Safety Duffle, which is owned by the club and contains:
· 4 Radios and extra batteries (for large groups, it is recommended that 4 radios be used)
· First Aid Kit
· Extra Maps
· Tack Repair Kit
· A current list of members who are certified for First Aid/CPR
· Release Forms (if applicable)
· Copy of the Participating Riders Safety Guidelines
· Responsible for making sure the trail host has the duffle before each ride.
· Gives a report and Safety Tip of the Month at the monthly 
General Meeting.
· Submits a Safety Tip of the Month for the newsletter.
· Oversees the planning for Safety Awareness Clinics and Speakers.
· Handles any paperwork, reporting, etc.
· Contacts the Trail Host after a ride to see if there were any problems or incidents.
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Trail Rides & Campouts

Back Country Members participate in a variety of activities. There are Group Trail Rides, Prize Rides, Day Rides and Campouts.
Work Parties and Gravel Hauls are also an integral part of our organization’s mission to help preserve public trails for our use.
Camp Rules:
1. Register at trailheads, when it is asked for.
2. Use highline between trees, or other means so there is no tree damage.
3. Hobble horses that paw.
4. Leave the trails and trailheads the way you would want to find them the next time you use them, LEAVE NO TRACE. Leave the campsite cleaner than when you arrived. Be a good example.
5. Please keep dogs under control, always. During meal prep and eating, please keep them on a leash or confined away from the campsite.
6. Have fun and be safe! Be courteous and take the time to meet and greet other chapter members and interact with others in the campsite.
Trail Group Rides
Be ready to ride out at group ride start time 
           as set by the Ride Leader
1. When green horses or riders are present, adjust the group ride to accommodate them and allow proper rest periods. Adjust pace for the enjoyment of the group.
2. Keep your horse under control; don’t let him/her lunge up steep hills or boggy areas. Keep your horse from rubbing noses or touching other horses.
3. Don’t ride off when others are still mounting or adjusting saddles.
4. Tie a flag on the tail of any horse that kicks or bites.
5. Don’t tail gate. You should be able to see the rear feet of the horse ahead of you through the ears of your horse.
6. No dogs on Group Rides.
7. Do not lope or trot past other riders without giving proper warning.
8. When stopping on the trail to water horses, give each horse a chance to drink and wait for all to finish before starting down the trail.
9. When meeting oncoming riders or traffic, single riders should yield to pack strings. Uphill traffic should have priority. Ask backpackers to yield downhill from the horses.
10. Talk to the hikers and backpackers so that the horses will not be as frightened by them. 
11. Stay on trails, do not cut switchbacks.
12. Tie horses off the trail, when not traveling down the trail, 
(rest stops, work parties). Monitor horses that paw or hobble them.
13. No stallions!
14. Be courteous when
encountering other 
trail users.
We must share!



[bookmark: _Hlk65162758]

[image: ]There are many ways to volunteer and work parties are a fun and rewarding way to give back to the places you love to ride. Trails throughout Washington need help more than ever before. There is no experience required – just bring your gloves, loppers and boots and the Pierce County Chapter Trail Maintenance Coordinator will provide all the tools you need to work on the trails safely and effectively. 

By investing their time in teaching you trail maintenance, our trail maintenance coordinators and skilled Crew Leaders work hard to teach our members the joy of trail maintenance. First Aid Clinics and Saw Certifications are provided by the Chapter annually.

Work party rules are followed in this order:
1) Be safe!
2) Have fun!
3) Get some work done!

Depending on where your work party is located, you can start earning free passes from various land managers after just one day, including the Northwest Forest Pass and Discover Pass. (See details below.)

· A free Northwest Forest pass (2 days)
For volunteering on U.S. Forest Service lands, volunteers receive a day 
use Northwest Forest Pass for one day of volunteering. A volunteer can exchange two of these for an Annual Northwest Forest Pass.

· A Discover Pass for state lands (24 hours)
On State Lands, volunteers can earn an annual Discover Pass after completing 24 hours of service (typically 4 days) on qualifying projects.
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Safety!
Quality Work!
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[image: ][image: ]for you to know when participating in 
Hats off to all who dedicate their time and skills to preserving and maintaining our trails for all to enjoy!
Making Tread!
Lunch Time!
Lazy Boy!
The following information was copied from the website of the Washington Trails Association, wta.org.  Included in the Pierce County Chapter Member Book as a resource for those interested in the nuances of trail building and maintenance. There is no experience required to work on projects like these as we have very experienced trail maintenance coordinators who enthusiastically welcome new volunteers who want to learn how to properly use trail tools and maintain our trails and trailheads. When we all contribute as volunteers with BCHW, we are assured our rights to access and recreate on our beautiful public lands will be preserved for generations to come.


Construction Projects

Building brand new structures and trails is one of the most fulfilling kinds of trail work. From nothing, you construct a feature that will connect riders and hikers to backcountry/frontcountry places for years to come. Following are some different kinds of trail structures you might create on trails. 

BUILDING NEW TRAIL
Pioneering a new trail is no doubt one of the most rewarding types of trail work. Foot by foot, you create with your own hands a corridor through the forest that will grant riders and hikers access to previously unknown natural spaces.

Generally, before volunteers arrive on the scene, land managers survey the area and map out where the trail will go so that when you get to a work party, the course is all ready for you to dig in. In the picture to the right, volunteers break ground on a new section of trail. 
To Build a New Trail
1. Brush: clear the travel corridor by lopping, sawing or digging out brush that blocks the 2 to 4 foot tread width and 8 foot clearing limit of the trail. Dig out organic material too.
2. Excavate: especially on steep hillsides, dig out the flat shelf of the trail into a full bench cut so that the entire width of the trail is on flat terrain. Shape the backslope (uphill side of the trail) into a 45 degree angle and remove any material that might fall onto the trail.
3. Finish: use a shovel or grub hoe to overturn the mineral soil and smooth the tread into a walkable surface, making sure that the trail is slightly outsloped. Pack tread down.




BUILDING ROCK WALLS

Under the footsteps of hundreds of hikers, trails erode relatively quickly, especially when they are built on steep slopes. When slough begins to fall down onto the trail, hikers avoid it by walking on the outside edge of the trail, which drags the trail downhill. Under such circumstances, retaining walls built below the outside edge of the trail can help prop it up as seen in the picture to the right. 

Retaining walls can be built out of both wood and rock. Wood retaining walls (called crib walls) are easier to build, but rock walls are sturdier and are often the best option.
To Build a Rockwall
1. Excavate a full bench cut in the hillside below the tread, insloping the foundation slightly.
2. Use a rock carrier to place large rocks, as flat as possible, along the width of the foundation so that they angle in with the inslope. Make sure that they lay sturdily before proceeding.
3. Continue to lay rocks on top of the bottom tier in a brick-work pattern up to the tread, ensuring that rocks are placed securely. Fill holes with smaller rocks and gravel.

BUILDING TURNPIKES

If you've ridden much in the Northwest, you've probably encountered a mud-hole or two. In boggy areas where water absolutely can’t be diverted by a simple drain dip, turnpikes are sometimes necessary. A turnpike is an elevated walkway constructed of two parallel logs or rock walls filled in with rock and mineral soil as seen on the right.

To Build a Turnpike

1. Scrape out mucky area.
2. Dig two parallel trenches and place peeled logs in them, securing them with stakes or rebar.
3. Fill space between the logs with large rocks at the bottom and smaller gravel and mineral soil at the top, forming a crown higher than the logs so water can easily drain off.


BUILDING BRIDGES AND PUNCHEONS
When a trail crosses a river or boggy area, there is no way around it but to build a bridge. Luckily, building a structure as tangible as a bridge is also extremely satisfying. Some examples of WTA-built bridges can be seen on the right. 
Especially in the backcountry, bridges are often made of native timber from trees surrounding the construction site. There are a number of different kinds of bridges that are built for varying purposes.

Parts of a Bridge
· Stringers: long beams that run the length of the bridge and hold up the travel surface.

· Sills: logs on either end of the bridge, perpendicular to stringers, that stringers rest on.

· Decking: flat planks on top of the stringers that form the travel surface of the bridge.
Types of Bridges
· Puncheons: boardwalk-like structures, low to the ground, built in boggy areas.

· Foot logs: single-stringer logs, flattened on top, built on foot-traffic only trails.

· Multi-stringer bridges: wider bridges built with more than one stringer to accommodate stock or cyclists. Often higher above the water, with handrails.

Trail Terminology – Common trail terms for you to know when participating in work parties or trail maintenance.
Alignment of tread
The exact route taken by a trail.


Armor
Stone, brick, block, or other tough materials used to reinforce a surface.


Berm
Mounded soil.


Boardwalk 
A sophisticated structure elevating users above wet ground, water or plant communities needing protection. 




Blow Down
(aka windfall) Any trees fallen across the trail, though, usually the result of high wind, most commonly in the winter storm season.


Brushing
Removal of brush, saplings, and tree limbs to open the trail corridor to proper clearing limit for a given trail.


Bucking

Cutting a log into sections, perpendicular to its length.  In trail work, bucking a log is usually done to remove a section to clear a blow down.



                                                                      


Causeway
An elevated trail utilizing mineral fill material confines by stable edge material such as stone or timber.


Corridor
Full trail dimension, including overhead space and areas beside the tread, that must be free of brush or obstacles.


Crowning
A trail construction technique in which the center of the tread is raised slightly to promote drainage to each side of the trail.


Culvert
A closed passage under a trail for water.  Can be made using metal or plastic pipe, or constructed of rock, lumber, or logs.


Fall line
The shortest and steepest way down a hill, indicated by a rolling ball.  Trails that follow the fall line are likely to erode badly and are impossible to drain.




“Keeping Trails Open for the Future”
Trail Terminology – Common trail terms for you to know when participating in work parties or trail maintenance.

Ford
A wet crossing of flowing water, ideally at a wide shallow place for a firm base. May be only for horses, with steppingstones or a small bridge for hikers.  A bridge in the Wilderness must be wide enough for horses and pack animals.


Gateway
A structure or trail-side feature that makes the corridor narrower, slowing trail users.


Puncheon
Cedar rough cut or split into planks approximately 5” thick x 8½” wide x 4 or 5 feet long.  Used for decking on trail bridges.



      


Sill or Sleeper sill
The timber or stone supporting an end of a bridge or puncheon.


Turnpike
10” diameter peeled logs set on either side of the trail.  The trail tread is then filled with dirt to a height above the logs.  Turnpiking is used in places with soft footing (mud).


Washout
Extreme erosion that occurs when a flash flood or a small intermittent stream washes away a section of trail.


Water Bar
A peeled tree or rocks set across the trail and partially buried in the ground to divert water to run off the side of the trail.  This helps prevent erosion down the center of the trail.



Mountain Riding, Work Party, and Packing Glossary



[image: ]  Packing Terms
 DECKER:	Metal bars bent in a half-moon shape and secured to wood paddles on a packsaddle. Straps attach and secure to horse. Used to hold boxes or pack bags. Fully rigged weighs approximately 25 lbs.
SAWBUCK:	Wooden crossbucks instead of metal D-rings. Fully rigged, a sawbuck weighs 16 to 18 lbs.
PACK BOXES:	Panniers made from wood or plastic.
KITCHEN BOX:	Pack box that has compartments to keep kitchen items organized while traveling. 
[image: ]PANNIERS:	Pack bags made from leather and/or canvas with straps to attach them to pack saddle.	
TOP PACK:	Pack bag that is placed on top of pack boxes, often sewn in H shape to fit securely around the sawbuck or decker.
MANTIES:	Canvas sheets that equipment is wrapped in and tied. Waxed manila rope is best for sling, lash, and mantie ropes.
CRUPPER:	Harness that goes under the stock’s tail. Holds saddle in place on down grades.
[image: ]BREECHING:	Harness that goes around the rear of stock, under tail, to keep packsaddle in place on down grades.
HALF BREED	A canvas envelope, part of the packsaddle. May be padded from one to two inches thick.COVER:

HARNESS:	Includes breast collar, double cinch, crupper or breeching that keeps packsaddle in place.
[image: ]KNOTS:	Diamond hitch, half hitch, basket hitch, barrel hitch, one-man diamond, box hitch, squaw hitch, quick release cinch knot, and lash rope.	
HIGHLINE:	Rope strung between two trees with tree saver straps (nylon) around the tree to protect the bark. Either a loop at one end and ring at other, or two sized rings. Rings or swivel attachments provide a system to connect horse and haybag to the rope, away from the trees.
HOBBLES:	Straps made of leather, nylon, or biothane connected to animal’s front legs to reduce pawing or restrict movement.
DUTCH OVEN:	Packing Dutch ovens are made from cast iron or cast aluminum with a recessed lid to hold charcoal briquettes and legs to allow for briquettes under the oven to bake or cook at a fairly even temperature.Be Safe and Have Fun!

Mountain Riding, Work Party, and Packing Glossary




Campsite Camping:Camp Etiquette
Please leave your campsite as clean or cleaner than when you arrived. Scatter manure put manure in manure bin, if available in campsite, or pack it home with you. Do not overfeed and clean up all feed not eaten. Fill any holes if your animal dug up and churned the dirt.
Make sure your campfire is completely out and not smoking/burning. Use water to douse out any heat or sparks/heat.


Sign Up: 	Either at a meeting prior to a Chapter Group Ride or notify the Trail Scout by email or phone. In the event a Group Ride is to be canceled or relocated, the Trail Boss will be able to contact you. 

MAPS:        	Bring clear driving directions with you to locate campsite. Also bring area maps of topography and trails such as Green trail maps or others available online or in stores. 
	Getting lost makes for a very bad day!
TRAIL SCOUT:      It is the Trail Scout’s responsibility to lead the group ride for the day and announce ride out time and estimate of the ride length. When out on the trail, do not pass the trail scout and stay within sight of the group. If you decide to take a different route from the group ride, please inform the trail scout so we don’t spend time wondering what happened to you.
POTLUCK:	Customary to have a potluck on Saturday evening, as announced by the Trail Scout. Bring your own utensils and a dish to share. Best to bring a folding chair for eating and social time. 
FOREST SERVICE PASS:	
	All parking on USFS land requires either a day pass or an annual Forest Service pass. (You can earn a day pass, for each day of work, by attending a USFS sponsored Pierce County Chapter work party)    (over 65 years – Golden Age Pass).
WEED SEED FREE CERTIFIED HAY:	
	On all USFS land, it is required to either use processed feed or weed free certified hay with a certification tag.
[image: ][image: ]WALL TENT:	
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Trail Terms 
[image: ]BRITCHIN: 	A Britchin is a strap of leather that lays behind the animal’s thighs and attaches to the saddle with 2 straps to the back of the saddle. 
[bookmark: _Hlk65154256]CRUPPER:	A padded leather loop that passes under a horse’s tail and buckles to the saddle
	The britchin and the crupper both keep the saddle from slipping forward on a downhill stretch without hindering the animal’s gait.
HIGHLINE:	A length of rope stretched between 2 trees for tying stock. Use treesavers to protect the bark around the tree from the rope.

BLOW:	When pulling a steep hill, the horses will need to stop and catch their breath along the way.
[image: ]DEHYDRATION:	When riding in hot weather, the horses will become dehydrated if there is not sufficient water available along the trail. If you can pinch an inch of skin on the horse’s neck and it doesn’t snap back immediately but stays in a peaked position, your horse is dehydrated. Keep an eye on your animal and take extra precautions to prevent a severe case of dehydration.   See “electrolytes”

[image: ]HAY BAG:	Mesh bag that holds flakes of hay. The bag allows the horse to eat tied to a trailer or highline. Using haybag also keeps the area cleaner.

	Mesh bag that is hung from the ears and around the muzzle for feeding grain, so the horse is not eating grain off the ground.
[image: ]SADDLEBAGS:	Allows a rider to pack lunch and first aid where it is easily accessible. Don’t overload them more than 20 to 30 pounds.
HORN BAG:	Saddle horn bags slip over the saddle horn and attach to the front D rings. Easily access camera, cell phone, etc.
[image: ]How rides work:   There are two kinds of rides, Day rides and Overnight rides. They will be listed in the schedule and announced at the meetings. Feel free to call the designated host and ask questions about the location, terrain … anything. Your horse should be able to ride at least 4 hours. Overnight rides are camping events where you camp with your truck and trailer. Most members use campers or “living quarter” trailers; but some tent or sleep in their horse trailers. Hosts usually ask you to sign up in advance, but you don’t need to. The sign-up helps the host to figure out how many people will attend and, if the host must cancel or move the ride, the host will be able to call the members who have signed up. 
Guests are welcome on the rides.
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HAND TOOLS FOR MAINTAINING/BUILDING TRAILS
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE):  Each person must have his/her own PPE equipment.  This includes gloves, safety glasses, hard hat, sturdy footwear, ear protection (if using power equipment), long sleeve shirt and long pants.



Polaski: This tool has an adze for grubbing on one side and an axe blade for chopping on the other.  Pulaski’s are great for building and re-treading trails.  You can move dirt with the adze, and when you encounter a root then flip the tool over and chop with the axe.



Grub hoe:   Grub hoes are light- to moderate-weight hoes used for chopping through sod and roots, digging trenches, killing weeds and roots, removing root pieces above ground, and moving rocks.  Grub hoes break through sod, chopping it into small pieces that are tilled into the soil as additional space is cleared. Chopping with a grub hoe is a more efficient method than digging and moving sod with a spade.


Mcleod:  This has a long handle with a large flat metal head.   One side of the head has a long sharp edge that is good for cutting back into hillsides, chopping small roots and scraping.  The other side has a row of 5 to 6 large teeth like a heavy-duty rake.  Use this side to pull leaves, sticks and loose organic soil off the trail.



Fire Rake: The fire rake with its three, tempered steel blades and 5-foot handle is traditionally preferred to the McLeod in the eastern states. The triangular tines can be honed with a file. The fire rake is lighter than the McLeod and is better for cutting leaves, mulch, small bushes, and debris from trail corridors than it is for shaping tread or backslopes.



Pickaxe/Mattock:  Pickaxes are rarely necessary in trail work; its job being adequately served by the pick mattock. A pickaxe has a narrow chisel blade on one end and pointed tip on the other.  The mattock is a sturdy grubbing tool with an adz blade that can be used as a hoe for digging in hard ground.  The other blade of the mattock may be a pick for breaking or prying small rocks or a cutting edge for chopping roots


[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
HAND TOOLS FOR MAINTAINING/BUILDING TRAILS

Bent shovel: This tool was developed by a person here in the Pacific Northwest.  It is used to chop, grade soil and move dirt.  This is the best combination of the best features of a Pulaski and a shovel.



Shovel:  Forest service shovels are a little different.  They have a rounded point, and the head is angled.  This makes them great for scraping loose organic matter (duff) and dirt off the trail and they are still good for digging.




Digging-Tamping bar:  A digging-tamping bar is about the same length as a rock bar but much lighter.  It has a small blade at one end for loosening compacted or rocky soil and a flattened end for tamping.  



Sledgehammer (Single/double jack):  A sledgehammer with a 6-to-8-pound head and a 3-foot-long handle is most useful for trail work.  It can be used to crush rocks into gravel (stone sledge) for trail repair and for driving stakes or rebar (driving sledge) to secure water bars and turnpikes



Single or Double-Sided Axe:  They can cut anything from chopping down a tree to sharpening small stakes and posts. One edge is sharpened for deep cutting and the other edge of the axe for chipping out wood or cutting roots. The axe can also strip bark and the back of the single axe head makes a good hammer for hammering down stakes and posts in retainment structures.


Cross Cut or whip saw:   Saws range anywhere from 2 feet to 8 feet in length.  They are the premier saw for trail clearing and construction.  This saw can be a dual man saw or in smaller lengths a single bucking saw.  Saw should be used with these accessories: a blade cover with loops for transport, wedges, and a hand axe.
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Pull Saw:  These saws have an extra thick, extra wide razor-tooth blade for rigidity and are used to cut limbs encroaching on the trail, cutting small trees or shrubs at the base and removing small to medium sized windfalls.  They come in a variety of sizes and tooth patterns.


Pole Saw with Pole Pruner:  A pole saw can be used to trim branches that would otherwise be out of arms reach above the trail.  On some models, the pole can be taken apart or telescoped into the handle and the blade removed for easy carrying.  The built-in pruner can be operated from the ground with a rope.


Silkey Sugoi Saw:  A compact saw for packing.  Great combination of a high-performance blade with a comfortable sure-grip handle that really sticks in your hands. Exceptional design, strength, balance and superior finish quality. Comes with the custom, high-visibility, yellow plastic scabbard that can be attached to the belt or lower leg. Ideal for pruning large limbs on the ground or at height. It is super sharp and of a modern design.


Loppers:  Loppers are like big, long handled gardening shears with lots of leverage.  The double action lops (Corona brand) require half the strength to cut the same size vegetation as a single action lop.  Use them to cut small woody stemmed plants and small branches.  Smaller lopes are the most useful in clearing a trail for trail rides.


Rock Bar:   A rock bar is just a heavy steel pry bar.  Use this to pry out large rocks, logs and stumps from the ground.  These bars are heavy but will not break a handle as would your axe or Pulaski.  Use this rock bar instead.  These bars can also be used for digging post holes or breaking apart rocks that have opened cracks.


Grass whip:  Weed cutters are used for cutting light growth like grasses and annuals that grow along trails. They are lightweight and durable and usually swung like a golf club. The sharper the blade, the less energy needed to cut. Both edges are serrated and cut on the forward and return strokes. 

HAND TOOLS FOR MAINTAINING/BUILDING TRAILS

HAND TOOLS FOR MAINTAINING/BUILDING TRAILS
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Tool Safety

The following trail work safety tips should be covered with volunteers and crewmembers before the start of any trail work.
Proper use begins with a good grip. Wet or muddy gloves may cause a tool to slip from your hands, striking you or someone near you.
Watch out for people around you. When chopping or brushing, be aware of any people in the surrounding area. The combined length of your arm and tool could reach a person working near you. Also, be aware of trail users. Often a user may try to pass right into your back swing. If you see someone coming, stop work, notify your co-workers and wait for them to pass.
Make sure you have a clear area in which to swing. Watch out for overhead or side hazards. A hazard is anything that could interfere with the complete swing of your tool and knock it from your hands or down onto any part of your body. Keep your tool in front of you at all times. You should never need to swing your tool over your head.
Be alert for hazardous footing. Make sure you have a firm, balanced, and comfortable stance before starting your work. Clear limbs, sticks, loose rocks, or other debris from your footing area. Particularly with striking tools—make sure your feet are spaced well away from your target area.
Choose the right tool for the job. The wrong tool can make you work in an awkward stance which will wear you out.
Make sure your tool is sharp. A dull tool that bounces or glances off of what it was attempting to cut can be very dangerous. A sharp tool will cut faster and be less tiring.
Carry the tool properly. Always carry tools in your hands and down at your side on the downhill side of the trail. Use blade guards whenever possible. Never carry tools over your shoulder.
Travel safely. Stay at least 10 feet apart on the hike in and out from the work site—space yourself along the trail.
Have the right personal protective devices. Along with wearing long pants, long-sleeve shirts, and work boots, crewmembers should have available hardhats, gloves, and safety glasses.



Peavey log roller:  The peavey is used for rolling and positioning logs or timber.  This includes rolling the log or timber to move it to another site or to rotate in place. Peaveys are quicker to reposition when rolling a log some distance while trying to maintain momentum.



Timber carrier:  Timber carriers are used for transporting heavy timbers and logs. They look like giant ice tongs with two 5 foot long handles. These handles allow room for two people on either side of the carrier.  Several carries can be used to lift the timber off the ground in a fragile area.  These can be used to move bridge stringers and are helpful in shelter construction. 





[image: ]Legislative Day 
and the importance of actively participating in the Legislative processes involving the use of   
Public Lands







The Mission of the Back Country Horsemen is to preserve
and enhance the rights of responsible horsemen to use 
horses and mules on public land.
We need our members to actively work with our Legislators to make this happen and to ensure that we keep our lands open and accessible for all users.  On the BCHW website, you will find instructions on how to contact your legislators regarding these issues. When organizations become complacent in their attention to the details and the impact of legislation, your rights could be quickly altered and your accessibility to our beautiful back country areas be restricted. 
Back Country Horsemen participate in the Legislative Day in Olympia, though it is important to follow our congressional lawmakers throughout the year and stay abreast of pending changes.
[image: http://www.pccbchwa.org/uploads/3/4/7/3/34732232/5033163_orig.jpg]When you participate in the legislative process, you assume ownership of the outcome of laws protecting your rights. Don’t sit back and let others look out for you, because you may not like the result.
So, don your cowboy hat and join us on Legislative Day to ensure our rights to public land use remains intact and help us
“Make a Difference”!


Be Active – Stay Involved!


[bookmark: _Hlk509157108][image: ]
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Packing Clinics and Equine Services

Equally important to your knowledge of health and safety concerns for your horse, is your confidence and knowledge in your ability to safely pack and haul equipment on your horse or mule.  Serious injuries can occur for horse/mule and rider, as well as others in the group, when a load is not properly secured.

Pierce County Chapter member Ron Downing, RJD Equine Services, provides ‘Packing Clinics’ which instruct you in the proper conformation of a horse or mule to be used in packing, packing techniques, proper packing equipment, knot tying, and fundamentals of packing, as well as advanced techniques on all types of cargo, equipment, and all types of terrain.

Whether packing for a short ride, a prolonged trip, or a work party, the safety of you and your animal depends on the quality of your knowledge and preparation, the maintenance of your saddle and riggings and how effectively you secure your loads and adjust your equipment.

[image: ]Clinics offered by Ron:
1. Equipment safety analysis
2. Equine conformation analysis and selection criteria
3. Saddle fitting with analysis of fittings and peripherals
4. Techniques to train to stand tied
5. Foot handling, hobbling, highline and picket lining
6. Experiential equine training 
7. Gait analysis and event specific farrier criteria
8. Packing with all types of equipment and techniques

[image: ][image: ]







The information regarding these clinics is available on the Pierce County BCH website, 
in the newsletter, and is discussed during the regular business meeting.
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Recommended Equipment
The weather in the mountains can change quickly and without warning, so when participating in club rides, it is a good idea to adopt the Boy Scout motto: “Be Prepared”.  Following is a list of equipment that is recommended to have with you to ensure a safe and enjoyable ride; whether you are an old hand, or someone riding trails for the first time:
	[bookmark: _Hlk506503143]Well-fitting Saddle, appropriate for trail use
    and in good repair
	Essential Items:

Map of the area/Compass/GPS

	Breast Collar
First Aid Kit for Horse
	Emergency Shelter (Survival Blanket)
Fire Starter Material

	First Aid Kit for Human with allergy items
Waterproof Coat or Parka, even if it is sunny
	Signal Mirror/ Whistle (Help call is 3 Blows)
Glow Sticks

	Hat or Helmet
Rain Gear
	Flashlight/Headlamp with extra batteries
Camera

	Comfortable Boots
	Knife and Leatherman Tool

	Food, Snacks, Granola Bars
	Firearm (optional)

	Beverage Cup, Fluids/Electrolytes, 
            Water and/or Hot Coffee or Tea
	Sunglasses/Sunscreen
Toilet Paper

	Water Purification Tablets or Filter Bottle
Duct Tape
	Cell Phone – fully charged and turned 
                       off to save battery life

	Trash Bags
Matches in Waterproof Container
	Insect Repellant for Horse and Human
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	Additional Items – Good idea to have with you:
	

	Gloves
	

	Crupper or Breeching
	

	Spare Horseshoe, Nails, and Tools to put on, Easy Boot (Small Farrier Kit)
	

	
	

	
In addition to the above equipment list, stock your rig with a hay bag, horse blanket, and manure fork for cleaning your camp area before pulling out.  The importance of cleaning up your campsite when you’re ready to pull out cannot be emphasized enough. 
Pack it home with you!

	Also, be sure to rake up any hay on the ground and pack it home with you, as well.  Large garbage bags work well for doing this.
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First Aid Kit
Listed below are the Basic First Aid items that you should pack with you, at all times; although additional items can be added, if desired.  A more complete First Aid Kit should be kept in your camper or truck with additional items such as leg wraps, bandages, tranquilizers, stethoscope, etc. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk506505705]Essential Items:
	[image: ]

	Carry Bag     (Ziploc Bags work well and you can quickly locate what you need)
	

	Thermometer (horse) with a long string and clothespin attached
	Antiseptic Creams
      (Neosporin or Novasan cream is good)

	“Kling” Gauze Bandages
	Aluspray

	Cotton Balls
	Band-Aids

	Eye Wash
	Gauze Squares/Telfa Pads

	Banamine Paste (not for colic)
	Electrolytes

	Bute Tablets
	Iodine or Betadine

	30cc Syringe
	Antacid  (Rolaids, Tums)

	First Aid Tape
	Elasticon

	Ophthalmic Ointment
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[image: ]Health, Safety, and Enjoyment for You and Your Horse are a 
Balancing Act!





Safety and First Aid are always a concern when out on rides, whether Day Rides, Overnight Campouts, or deep in the wilderness of the Back Country.  BCHW has adopted the Boy Scout Motto to “Be Prepared”, not only in the first aid supplies and safety equipment that you carry with you, but also the knowledge and confidence you possess to effectively address emergency situations for your animals, in the woods or on the farm.
Pierce County BCH member Dr. Jack Gillette, Wildflower Equine Veterinary Clinic, located in Graham, provides Equine First Aid Classes throughout the year to enable members to readily address emergency situations and health/injury concerns for their horses and how to provide initial emergency treatment until you can get professional treatment from your vet.  While it is important to always seek out quality, professional advice when providing treatment for your animals, oftentimes, it is the steps that you take initially, before the vet arrives, that could aid or inhibit the treatment that your vet needs to follow up with. 
[image: ][image: ]
Knowledge is power
and your horse and your Vet will appreciate your ability to address emergency situations.14425 221st St E   GRAHAM
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The information regarding these clinics is available on the Pierce County BCH website, 
in the newsletter, and is discussed during the regular business meeting.
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A Guide to Minimum Impact
Camping and Stock-Use Techniques
Leave No Trace is built on seven core principles that are used to communicate the best available minimum impact guidance for enjoying the outdoors responsibly. The Seven Principles of Leave No Trace were developed to help educate and guide recreationists in sustainable minimum impact practices that mitigate or avoid recreation-related impacts. These Principles are the most robust and widely utilized minimum impact outdoor practices. Although Leave No Trace has its roots in backcountry and wilderness, the practices have been adapted so that they can be applied anywhere - from the backcountry, to local parks, to your backyard - and for any recreational activity. Each Principle covers a specific topic and provides detailed information for minimizing impacts.
The Principles are based not only on a respect for nature and other visitors, they are also based on and supported by scientific research. The majority of this research aligns with the fields of Recreation Ecology and Human Dimensions of Natural Resources. Recreation Ecology research informs us about recreation-related impacts and how they can be reduced by managers and visitors, while Human Dimensions research tells us about outdoor enthusiasts’ perceptions, attitudes, beliefs and behaviors regarding enjoyment of the outdoors. 
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Seven Principles of Leave No Trace1. Plan Ahead and Prepare
· Know the regulations and special concerns for the area you'll visit.
· Prepare for extreme weather, hazards, and emergencies.
· Schedule your trip to avoid times of high use.
· Visit in small groups when possible. Consider splitting larger groups into smaller groups.
· Repackage food to minimize waste.
· Use a map and compass to eliminate the use of marking paint, rock cairns or flagging.
2. Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces
· Durable surfaces include established trails and campsites, rock, gravel, dry grasses or snow.
· Protect riparian areas by camping at least 200 feet from lakes and streams.
· Good campsites are found, not made. Altering a site is not necessary.
· In popular areas:
· Concentrate use on existing trails and campsites.
· Walk single file in the middle of the trail, even when wet or muddy.
· Keep campsites small. Focus activity in areas where vegetation is absent.
· In pristine areas:
· Disperse use to prevent the creation of campsites and trails.
· Avoid places where impacts are just beginning.
3. Dispose of Waste Properly
· Pack it in, pack it out. Inspect your campsite and rest areas for trash or spilled foods. Pack out all trash, leftover food and litter.
· Deposit solid human waste in catholes dug 6 to 8 inches deep, at least 200 feet from water, camp and trails. Cover and disguise the cathole when finished.
· Pack out toilet paper and hygiene products.
· To wash yourself or your dishes, carry water 200 feet away from streams or lakes and use small amounts of biodegradable soap. Scatter strained dishwater.

4. Leave What You Find
· Preserve the past: examine, but do not touch cultural or historic structures and artifacts.
· Leave rocks, plants and other natural objects as you find them.
· Avoid introducing or transporting non-native species.
· Do not build structures, furniture, or dig trenches.




(cont)
Seven Principles of Leave No Trace  5. Minimize Campfire Impact
· Campfires can cause lasting impacts to the environment. Use a lightweight stove for cooking and enjoy a candle lantern for light.
· Where fires are permitted, use established fire rings, fire pans, or mound fires.
· Keep fires small. Only use sticks from the ground that can be broken by hand.
· Burn all wood and coals to ash, put out campfires completely, then scatter cool ashes.

6. Respect Wildlife
· Observe wildlife from a distance. Do not follow or approach them.
· Never feed animals. Feeding wildlife damages their health, alters natural behaviors, and exposes them to predators and other dangers.
· Protect wildlife and your food by storing rations and trash securely.
· Control pets at all times or leave them at home.
· Avoid wildlife during sensitive times: mating, nesting, raising young, or winter.

7. Be Considerate of Others
· Respect other visitors and protect the quality of their experience.
· Be courteous. Yield to other users on the trail.
· Step to the downhill side of the trail when encountering pack stock.
· Take breaks and camp away from trails and other visitors.
· Let nature's sounds prevail. Avoid loud voices and noises.










[image: ]Remember to Take…
· Parking pass, Camping/Fire Permits	
· Current health certificates, vaccinations, brand inspection slips
· Knife and matches (carry on person)
· First-aid kits (human and horse)
· Maps and compass and the know-how to use them
· Fire Tools: Axe, saw, shovel. collapsible bucket, fire blanket/pan
· Lightweight gear: sleeping bag, tent, kitchen supplies, etc.
· Weed free hay, grain and/or pellets, and salt for stock
· Tack repair kit
· Easy Boot/horseshoeing tools (if you know how to use them)
· Water filter and purifying tablets
· Extra clothes and foul weather gear
· Stock containment equipment and tree saver straps
· Insect repellent for humans and horses
· Extra batteries for your flashlight

© 1999 by the Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics:     www.LNT.org     1-800-332-4100
Jane Byram, BCHW Leave No Trace Program
509-997-7407
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Things to think about before you venture out:
1. Check your saddle fit. Just because it fit last fall doesn’t mean it still fits. Your animal’s body may have changed. We all change with time.
2. Good vitamin supplement formulated for the Northwest. We are deficient in Selenium here. Don’t expect an out of shape horse to work hard when out of shape. It may tie up because of a deficiency.
3. If you are going to use pelleted feed in the backcountry, start adding it to the normal ration a little at a time several days before leaving. Anytime we change feed, it should be done gradually.
4. Shoes are the gold standard for riding in rough terrain. Take an old shoe and some nails in case one comes off. Boots can work well. But, make sure you have a spare if you lose one.
5. Fancy short nylon lead ropes are nice to look at but, if you need to tie up to a tree, it would be impossible.
A 15-foot, 3/8-inch braided lead rope is a good choice.
6. Common sense may not be so common anymore, but it is the best way to prepare for and share a ride with others.
7. Watch for free seminars that we will be putting on by visiting 
www. Wildflowervet.com.

Please plan on riding with us on one of our many chapter rides. It is one of the best ways to learn.

Jack Gillette
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HOOF PRINTS
Pierce County Chapter
A Mileage Award

Its purpose is to have FUN while keeping track of the miles ridden and USE that mileage to help keep our trails open.
RULES:
1. Annual awards are given at the Christmas Party in December, to the riders who rode and reported the highest number of miles for the year.
2. The 'ride year' will begin on Nov. 1 and end on Oct 31.   Mileage must be turned in by Nov. 15th to be counted.
3. Guidelines for mileage computation, when unsure of distance covered use 4 miles per hour ridden.  No arena or pasture mileage will count.
4. MONTHLY miles ridden need to be turned in to Bob Etteldorf, Hoof Prints Coordinator
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

REGISTRATION FOR HOOF PRINTS

$5.00 Chapter	Fee                  Paid: __________________

NAME:

ADDRESS: 

CITY:				STATE:			ZIP:

PHONE:	
 
MAIL THIS FORM WITH FEE OR GIVE TO:  	 [image: ]

Bob Etteldorf				
30115 52nd Ave E
Graham, WA  98338

MILEAGE FORMS:     Mail or give to Bob Etteldorf

Be sure to subtract the time taken for lunch and any other time while not riding when using the 4 mph. calculation.

MILEAGE FORMS AVAILABLE:  See Bob Etteldorf at meetings

[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
Sample Form
COUNTY – Rails-to-Trails
DNR – All Capitol Forest, Elbe Hills, Fall Creek, Mima Falls, Waddell Loop, Margaret McKinney 
MILITARY – All Fort Lewis/JBLM areas, Yakima Range
STATE – Nisqually-Mashel, Pack Forest, Othello, All Fish & Wildlife. Scatter Creek, Skookumchuck, Banner Forest, Burke Lake
USFS – Keene’s, Cody, Kalama, White Pass, Nile, Buck Creek Cleveland NF, Easton, Indian Creek, Pasayten, Gifford Pinchot, Kalakam Pass, Haney Meadows.
PRIVATE - Bald Hills, Vail, Weyerhauser, Champion, Kennedy Creek

[image: ]
The Most Important Piece of the Puzzle?

THE VOLUNTEER



VOLUNTEER HOURS ARE IMPORTANT


“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elections once a year, but when you volunteer, you vote every day about the kind of community you want to live in.”



· Volunteerism is one of the most important activities Back Country Horsemen can use in our effort to perpetuate enjoyable common-sense use of horses in the backcountry.

· Volunteerism earns horsemen a seat at the table where decisions concerning access to public lands by pack and saddle stock users are made.

· Individual volunteer efforts support the Back Country Horsemen of America’s mission statement.

· Volunteer service by BCHW members is consistently underreported.

· Volunteering helps keep trails open for all users.

· It puts BCHW and horsemen in a positive position when engaging with other user groups.

· It shows BCHW and horsemen are good neighbors within the community. 

· Volunteer hours are our clout. Without them, our organization wouldn’t be what it is now. 

· Legislators and land managers know that our volunteer hours are an asset.

· Volunteering gives credibility to Back Country Horsemen in discussions with land managers. 



The above information was copied from the BCHW website.
For more information on Volunteer Hours and Reporting – Please visit BCHW.org





















“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.”
— Elizabeth Andrew —
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Comprehensive Equine Healthcare
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Name:

HOOF PRINTS

Pierce County Chapter
Mileage Record for 2020/2021

Start Month/Year:

HOOF PRINTS mileage is calculated from November 1st through October 31 of the next year. The cost to enter HOOF PRINTS is
$5.00 per year. Please return complete forms to the HOOF PRINTS Coordinator. Place the mileage for each ride in the.
‘appropriate box. Mileage distance is calculated by multiplying your ride time by 4. Mileage distance is assumed the

horse/mule is travelling at & mph,

HOOF PRINTS Coordinator: Bob Etteldorf, 30115 52nd Ave E, Graham, WA 98338 (253) 509-3656

Hours

Date | County | DNR State | USFs | private Total |Location of the Ride|
(Optional))

Total Each

i 0 0 0 0 0

ised01/29/2021 Page__of
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Elbe Hllls State Forest-Nicholson Horse Trail System (EAST End)-Elbe, Washington
Washington Department of Natural Resources “Discover Pass” required.
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User assumes all risk associated with this map. As with all maps and related data, inaccuracies may exist and conditions may and do change.

Map Created By: D. Amos, Revised 01/2018

For other FREE
equestrian trail maps,
visit us at:

www.wacmao.org
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